
   

 

 

Like us on Facebook: Winster Village Magazine and 

join the Winster Village Magazine Group Or  

follow news, events and traffic updates in and 

around the village on Twitter @WinsterNews  

40p

Photos: Lucy Hunter 
Hands & artwork:  
Winster Primary School 
children 



2 

 

DCC MOBILE LIBRARY BUS in Winster every 4 weeks 
Please note the details for the Library Bus are:  
 Friday 30th October & 27th November 2020 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/services/

mobile-libraries/mobile-libraries.aspx Monthly service. 
The bus makes only ONE STOP in Winster - this is the road side near  
Winster Hall. Please support this useful facility in order to keep it running.   
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Welcome to the December Edition  

of the Winster Village Magazine  
 

N early the end of the year! One may say it was rather an 
‘annus horribilis’, although not all of it was bad and made 

many of us appreciate the simple things in life, maybe for the 
first time. However, being safely tucked away in our homes or 
care homes, is sometimes also affecting our mental health.  
It should be obvious by now that even the most reclusive  
person needs human contact every now and then, and not 
having the element of touch in the form of hugs, being close 
or at least being able to see someone away from a screen is 
something many struggle with most. You are not alone!  
I regularly go for an evening walk through the village with my 
family at the weekend and even though I would not normally 
support the idea of putting out your Christmas lights and   
other festive decorations in the middle of November, this year 
seems completely different and the colourful lights spread 
something like happiness and hope into the darkness.  
 

This reminds me: If you too would like to have your  

Christmas Wishes in the next issue (the “Christmas issue” - 
(even though it will be titled January 2021) — 

please email them over to me before next copy date. 
 

Cost is £5 b/w or £6.50 in colour for 1 x Christmas     
greetings with graphics. Pay Bev by BACS or cash. 

 

Next copy date is again a week earlier like every year, so please 
send your contributions and greetings before or on: 

 
11th December 2020 so we can get the magazine printed 

and delivered before Christmas.  
      

                                  
                 Keep well, 
                          

Please email your            

signed articles,  

updates on groups,  

important dates 

and other items to:  

4mag@winster.org 
 

Send items by 
18th of month by 

6pm for the  

following edition.             
 

Exception: 11th  

December for X-mas 

edition. 

Readers’ Letters & Noticeboard  

 

Janet & Roland Corfield of  Darley Dale 

would like to wish all their friends in  

Winster a Merry Christmas and Hope for  

a Brighter New Year in 2021 

mailto:mag@winster.org
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Winster  
Post Office  

 

www.postoffice@winster.org      
Tel: 01629 650668 

Interested in 
placing an ad in  
b/w or colour? 

 

Inquiries to  
Bev Atkins  

 

ads@winster.org  
Telephone  

01629 
650086 

I would just like to thank you all for your continued support 
during what has been a challenging year.  As I (The Post   
Office) am paid on business, this has been a tricky few 
months so it is important that you use the Post Office as 
much as you can, not just for me but the long term future of 
the office. 
The traffic light system seems to be working well and I'm 
just sorry people have to queue outside. I will display my 
Christmas opening hours in the next magazine.  
  
Please remember that the Post Office sell One4all gift vouch-
ers and are usable in 100's of places. Including M&S, River 
Island, Boots, Argos and may more. 
 
This just leaves me to say I hope you all have a very Happy 
Christmas and Healthy New Year. 
Caz.  

http://www.postoffice@winster.org/
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The chippy is back in Winster  4.30 till 7pm every Wednesday 
[next to bus stop Leacroft Road/Wensley Road, editor].                        
We quite enjoyed it.  Phyllis Mason 

Raffle  
Not quite finished yet but I hope it might raise some money for 
either Cynthia Spencer or Jigsaw Food bank. Not an easy 
time to do a raffle, but if anyone has any ideas or would like to 
organise it I would be very pleased.   
Please e mail me joanemason12@gmail.com   

The gym equipment has been ordered and is due to be in-
stalled in January below the children’s play area on Wood-
house Lane. Apart from the equipment, there will be two 
benches, for relaxing or to admire the view. One has been 

sponsored by a villager, but the one shown above is still available. If you 
would like to sponsor it, with a brass plaque to commemorate a loved one, 
please ring 650090 for more information.  
Thank you. Marg Lester and Mandy Minto 

Mandy and Dave have invited Father Christmas to their 
spectacular grotto this year on Sunday 6 December between 
5 and 7pm!  Don’t worry social distancing will be in place, not least 
because we need to make sure Santa himself is fit for Christmas Day.  
(This event has taken place in the shop in the past 

but due to the pandemic this is not possible.   
Hurrah to Dave and Mandy for their invite to Father 

Christmas.) We have spoken to Father Christmas 
and he is really excited that, despite the nasty virus, 
he will still be able to meet and talk to the children 

of Winster this Christmas. 
Please contact news@winster.org  or tel 650480 

to book your child’s place.   
This is open to all Winster children (maximum age 
11 years) and all who attend Winster school. If your 

child is under 2 please let us know.   
Information will be provided to you on booking. 

 

Thanks, Santa’s helper 

mailto:joanemason12@gmail.com
mailto:news@winster.org
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Simon Wood 
Garden Services 

 

For All Your Grass Cutting 
Strimming 

Hedge Cutting  
Fencing  

Garden Maintenance & 
Clearance 

Wood Chipping Service 
 

Book Your Lawn Mowing    

Now One-Offs Or  
Regular Cuts 

 

Tel 07966 735949 

Supporting our shop – could you be 

one of our volunteers? 
 

Our shop is an essential part of our local community. We have 
a group of loyal volunteers who freely give their time to support the shop – 
whether this be restocking the shelves, taking or picking orders, working on 
the till or creating a new display for the window. We could not operate the 
shop without them and very much appreciate their time and efforts. 
We are always looking for new volunteers, perhaps you have a little 
time to spare and are looking for a new challenge?  
Would you like to train on the till – there does not have to be a weekly   
commitment, we need cover on an ad hoc basis too. Could this be you? 
Or would you rather work ‘behind the scenes’?  
We are keen to hear from anybody who might be able to work with us on 
our social media presence….if this is your ‘thing’ and you may be able to 
offer an hour or two a week to support us, we would be delighted to hear 
from you.  
Are you passionate about food or drink? Would you like to help us reflect 
on what we stock in the shop and ‘champion’ one of our specialist areas 
such as meat, cheese or beer? This is a more occasional role which we 
will develop with you, but if this could be of interest do please get in touch. 
Contact: volunteer@winstervillageshop.com  

mailto:volunteer@winstervillageshop.com
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Winster  
Village Shop 

www.winstervillageshop.com 

Tel: 01629 650683 
 

Your Village. Your Community. 
Your Shop 

Winter Shop Opening Times:  
 

 

Monday to Saturday 8am – 6pm ——  Sunday & Bank Holidays: 8am – 4pm 

Lights in the Church Yard 
 
New bulbs have been fitted in the lights at either end of 
the path through the church yard and outside the church 
porch. These should come on automatically when it gets 

dark. Please let us know if there are any problems.  
Marion and Bernard Bowler 

Due to the wet and windy weather we have decided to keep the newspapers  
inside the shop.  If you have your paper reserved it will be kept behind the till. 
 
 

Christmas is just around the corner, pre-orders are now being taken please pick up 
an order form from the shop.  Last date for Christmas orders is Friday 18

th
        

December for collection on Thursday 24
th
 December. A member of staff will call you 

once your order is ready for collection. 
 

 

We will have a selection of Christmas cakes for sale from Luke Evans or order now 
for Christmas. We are also stocking: 

 
 Advent Calendars & Selection Boxes 
 Mince Pies, Christmas Puddings 
 Tinned Shortbread Biscuits, Boxes of Biscuits 
 A wide variety of Chocolates 
 Boxed Local Beers 
 Cards, Gift Wrap, Tags 

 

Hurry whilst stock last. 
 

Opening times over the Christmas period: 

• Christmas Eve -     Thursday 24
th
 December – 8.00 – 4.00 

• Christmas Day -     Friday 25
th
 December  – 9.30 – 12.30 

• Boxing Day -     Saturday 26
th
 December – 9.00 – 3.00 

• New Years Eve -     Thursday 31
st
 December – 8.00 – 4.00 

• New Years Day -     Friday 1
st
 January  – 9.00 – 3.00 

 
Otherwise normal shop opening times 
 
 

From Jayne, Katrina, Staff and all the Volunteers 

http://www.winstervillageshop.com/
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Winster Village Shop and Jigsaw Food Bank 
Christmas Appeal 

 
Since May this year, the Village Shop’s customers have 
donated over £2,750 to buy goods from the shop for   
Jigsaw Food Bank – what an amazing achievement! We 
went to Jigsaw to find out what a difference your       
donations have made. Co-ordinator Ruth Longfellow told 
us, “We’ve had a lot of new referrals this year, as people 

have been affected by ill-health, by domestic violence and by Covid-19.             
Businesses have folded, people have been made redundant or offered 
shorter hours, and school closures have made it difficult for some    
parents to work. In ‘normal’ times there are around fifty deliveries on 
our books each week, but we’ve scaled up our operation to meet the 
increased need and can support up to 100 households. At the moment, 
about 180 people in 75 households are benefiting from food parcels.  
Your support is one of the things that’s made this possible”.     
We’re proud that our shop’s customers have shown such generosity, 
and Ruth is delighted. She went on to say, “Winster Village Shop’s   
relationship with Jigsaw is a lovely initiative. It’s made such a           
difference that we’ve been able to ask you for particular items we 
need.  You’ve helped us to provide people with the right combination 
of ingredients for varied and nourishing meals, and to offer occasional 
treats for the children”.  
Ruth explained, “With sources of income shrinking, debts can build up 
very quickly, so people are feeling anxious and panicky as they wonder 
how they’re going to cope.  Nobody chooses to be in this situation, and 
our parcels can help parents get up and face another day. When the 
delivery arrives, it’s a huge relief for people who’ve been worrying that 
they can’t put food on the table.  And the children get so excited! It 
means there’ll be something nice for tea, and perhaps a few treats as 
well.” 
And it’s particularly with the children in mind that we’re launching our 
Winster Village Shop Christmas appeal for Jigsaw Food Bank. We ask 
that if you can afford it, you make a special donation this month to   
Jigsaw via the Village Shop, either at the till or with your online order.  
We’re so pleased that for the last six months we’ve been able to      
contribute to the valuable service Jigsaw provides; we’d like to do what 
we can to make Christmas as special for the households they support 
as we’d want it to be for own nearest and dearest. We’re pretty       
confident that this Christmas, customers of Winster Village Shop will 
demonstrate that it really is the season of goodwill.   

 
With many thanks, and season’s greetings to you all,   

 
Winster Village Shop Charities Group 
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FOLKLORE CORNER with Richard Bradley, author of     

Secret Matlock and Matlock Bath (Amberley Books, 2018)  

Halloween 2020 has been and gone this year, for obvious reasons, minus the usual 
costumed children performing the house-visiting custom Trick or Treat. Up to the 
early years of the 20th Century, it would however have been around Christmas and 
New Year that you were most likely to see mysterious bands of strangely-attired and 
masked figures roaming the towns and villages of Derbyshire, calling at               
neighbourhood houses in the hope of being rewarded by a few coins or some festive 
food and drink. These were the local ‘Guisers’ (as they tended to be known in       
Derbyshire – the name coming from the act of dis-guise – elsewhere more likely to 
be known as Mummers). Their performances could either consist of the simple   
singing of Christmas carols whilst wearing outrageous costume, or a more complex 
enactment of a Hero vs. Villain combat play involving the slaying and subsequent 
bringing back to life of the protagonist. 
Winster has real pedigree for this kind of costumed larking about: a photo dated to 
around 1870 taken in the grounds of Winster Hall when Llewellyn Jewitt was in     
residence has been claimed as the oldest-known photo of a group of Mummers or 
Guisers in existence anywhere in the world. Jewitt was a Victorian polymath whose 
activities included producing illustrations for Punch and editing the Derby Mercury 
newspaper.  
Jewitt’s diary for 1867 makes it clear that if living at one of the larger houses of the 
neighbourhood, you could expect several visits from the local guising groups over 
the Christmas period: 
December 26th: This evening we had several sets of children 'guising', dressed up in 
all sorts of queer ways, and singing one thing or other. The 'Hobby Horse' came too. 
Five men — one as a devil, one as a woman, one as an old woman with a besom, one 
with the Hobby Horse, and one as something or other else. We had them in the 
kitchen and gave them money. 
December 27th: Troops of children 'guising' again. We gave something to each lot. In 
the evening the Winster 'Snap Dragon' and 'Hobby Horse' conjoined came to us — 
ten men, one as Snap Dragon, two with Hobby Horses, two devils, etc., etc. We had 
them in the kitchen and gave them money. 
December 28th: This evening the Wensley 'Mummers' came — nine — and we had 
them in the kitchen and gave them refreshments and money. They played 'Robin 
Hood' excellently well, and sang afterwards several excellent songs. They were most 
interesting. Troops of children again. 
December 30th: This evening had two parties of 'guisers' in the house. The first — five 
— were so dull and stupid that I packed them off soon. The second set — eleven — 
with 'Snap Dragon' and two 'Hobby Horses' were very good, and sang and recited 
well. 
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These entries suggest the quality of the guising performances could vary            
considerably. 
The Winster Hall photo was used on the front cover of E. C. Cawte’s seminal 1978 
folklore study Ritual Animal Disguise - a tome which is long out of print and now 
commands eye-watering three-figure sums from second-hand booksellers.             
It depicts eight strangely costumed characters (or possibly nine – there is a lady 
resembling Queen Victoria in pinafore behind one of the performers, but it is    
unclear if she is a Guiser or has just got mixed up with the proceedings in passing). 
It was this photo, formerly hanging on the wall of Winster resident Emmy Fletcher 
of Bank House, which inspired the modern-day incarnation of the Winster Guisers 
to reform in 1980. 
I’ve never quite been able to pinpoint where my own interest in customs and    
folklore originated, but one early exposure to this sort of thing at a formative age 
came one December circa 1988 when we pupils at South Darley school were sent 
up to the nearby village of Winster to join our contemporaries from their equally 
tiny rural primary school amongst the chilly pews of Winster church for a 
Christingle service. We sang carols and were individually issued with an orange 
spiked with cloves and topped with a candle. As if this voodoo-like artefact were 
not strange enough, half way through the service the church door flew open with 
a bang and a group of masked and strangely attired men, some of them riding 
wooden hobby horses, burst into the church. I would have been around eight 
years old: at this age, you tend to think most adults are pretty odd anyway (and 
you haven’t yet seen The Wicker Man), so although slightly bemused I think us 
South Darley lot mostly accepted it all, although perhaps came away thinking they 
were extra-specially strange up at Winster… 
The revived Winster Guisers have performed their spirited (and slightly creepy) act 
at pubs and private Christmas parties across the White Peak for the past forty 
years. Whilst the Guisers of yore used to raise money to subsidise their loss of 
wages over the Christmas holiday period, the modern-day Winster Guisers collect 
money off their audiences but distribute the takings to a variety of local charities, 
including the Winster Luncheon Club and Darby and Joan, and Derby Air             
Ambulance. 
One of the group’s founding members was Dave Bathe. An Essex man originally, 
Bathe moved to Starkholmes in 1976 to take a job at Derbyshire County Council 
Planning Department. Dave soon immersed himself in the local folk scene,         
frequenting a folk club at the Barley Mow, Chesterfield, and joining both           
Chesterfield and Winster Morris dance teams.  
Having made good friends through the Morris team, Dave eventually moved to 
Winster, residing at ‘Barncliff’ on East Bank. He also became heavily involved in 
researching local folklore and customs, crucially conducting his research just in  
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time - the 1980s, when many of his respondents, now in their twilight years, cast 
their memories back to the early years of the 20th Century to recall vividly the   
guising performances of their youth which they had either witnessed or taken part 
in themselves, before this information was lost to us forever.  
Curiously, he doesn't appear to have drawn much of a response from Winster    
itself - although his notebook records a 1981 interview with a 77-year old local, 
Mrs. Barker (nee Bateman) who recalled that her father, a lead miner at Mill Close 
Mine, used to “mess about in the guisers”, dressing up in unusual clothes and   
singing and dancing to entertain complete with “a horse’s head on a pole.”  
One highlight of any modern Winster Guisers performance is the arrival of the 
‘Horse’ – a real-life horse’s skull painted up and stuck on a pole and operated by a 
performer under a cloth, led in by the ‘Groom’. It is usually at this point in the play 
that all hell breaks loose, as the frisky horse acquaints itself with audience      
members, its eyes flaming and teeth champing as it lurches around the room    
erratically. The horse, audiences are told, is very well travelled: “He’s been to Italy, 
he’s been to China… he’s even been to Elton!” 
As was mentioned in the article in last month’s village magazine (which also drew 
from his research notes), Dave was sadly killed in a car crash at Edensor (although 
apologies for the slight factual error last month, I said this happened in 1992 when 
the tragic accident was in fact 1993). His large archive of research into guising and 
other local customs was afterwards deposited at the Library of the University of 
Sheffield, where he had completed a PhD at the National Centre for English        
Cultural Tradition. In Winster his legacy lives on in the form of the revived Winster 
Guisers who continue to perform, and the Morris team perform a dance ‘The Rose 
of Taddington’ in his memory. 
 

[The text for this article is an edited version of a lengthier illustrated article on guis-
ing which will feature in December’s Derbyshire Life. Other guising groups still active 
in Derbyshire are Amber Valley’s Ripley Guisers and, active in the far south of the 
county, the Melbourne Mummers.] 

A Strange Halloween! Thanks to all those who 

helped to make this Halloween enjoyable for the children 
in unusual times. The kids managed still to have fun 
without the actual trick-or-treating, still dressing up and 
exploring the village, looking for the 
lit lanterns that  signalled that 
treats were  lurking nearby. They 

still came back with plenty of sweets with some very   
impressive looking offerings. It is clear that many put   
extra effort in this year to keep it special, both with the 
treats put out & with their house decorations. It is times 
like these that show how special village life can be. David Brown 
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Claire McGinty, Winster 

07545 255 384 / 01629 362 100 

www.avon.uk.com/store/

ClaraMcg-Store  
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Anne Walters, of Darley Dale, would like 
to wish all her friends a  

Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year. 

Rod and Jan wish all their Winster 
friends a happy Christmas and a safe 

and healthy New Year. 

Wishing dear friends, family and neighbours 
a peaceful, healthy and Happy Christmas 
and New Year.  May our community spirit         

continue to go from strength to strength in 
2021 and beyond.  Best wishes, Ros Hession 

Will you buy some RNLI 
Christmas Cards? 

We hope you have been enjoying 
the latest television series of ‘Saving Lives at 

Sea’. Last year there were almost 4,000       
lifeboat launches, saving 220 lives. This year 

has been the busiest on record. The RNLI    
relies almost entirely on voluntary               

contributions and fundraising, and with so 
many lifeboat shops closed and little            

opportunity to fundraise it needs every penny. 
 If you would like to show your support, please 

buy some Christmas Cards. We have a         
reasonable stock at home so have a look on the 
RNLI website (https://shop.rnli.org/collections/

christmas-cards) and give us a ring.  
Thanks a lot 
Rod and Jan 

Tel: 650523 e:janshiers@googlemail.com 

https://shop.rnli.org/collections/christmas-cards
https://shop.rnli.org/collections/christmas-cards
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Results Pumpkin Competition 

1st: Hannah Barron 

 "A very fine traditional carving with the ingenious 
twist of using an Owl face" 

2nd: Taya Ashin  
 "The judge loves pumpkins with 'extras' on them, 
but generally prefers to give prizes to those who do 
more with less.  However, this is an exceptional 
pumpkin, with an interior!" 

3rd: Runa McKenzie 

 "Another 'owl' shape, and a very fine one,           
influenced, no doubt, by the art of Gustav Klimpt" 
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Remembering Remembrance at Winster School: 
 
As part of the children's work on Remembrance, 
the older children painted pebbles (which hopefully 
you have seen around the village). We hope that 
you can spot these and that they can be a good 
reminder of the sacrifice that so many made for our 
freedom today. 
 
 

Pumpkins to make us 
smile: 

 
The children created some 
wonderful carvings this year, 
on the theme of 'make us 
smile, not make us scared'. 
The designs were very imagi-
native and certainly made us 
laugh. We even had one 
made from Lego by one of 
our reception children!  
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Morning Ma’am ! This is LaideB, the cat folks said could never be domesticated. She 
is now ruler of the roost at Manor Cottage! Her ‘owners’ 
the Wileys, are permitted to tend to m’lady’s every 
whim. Luckily  for the mag, they managed to secure a 
brief photoshoot.  
 
Pet of the Month is expanding. You can still        
nominate your pet, or  share any animal antics, top 
tips, care advice or tales. As serious or                
light-hearted as you like! Please send submissions 
to rachel@winster.org  

 
Featured pets of the months can collect a treat  prize from our sponsors:      
Derwent Valley Vets in Matlock. 

Pet of the Month and Other Animal Antics -  

Sponsored by Derwent Valley Vets  

01629 55666 - www.derwentvalleyvets.co.uk 

Christmas Shoe Boxes 
 
Many thanks to all who have filled a shoebox. I have received 26    
boxes in total which is brilliant. The date for taking the boxes to the 
drop-off points has been put back a month due to the new lockdown 
so they are decorating our spare bedroom at present! Thanks once 
again to the shop for giving out and collecting the boxes.              
Marion Bowler 
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Property Renovation  
and Maintenance  

to full Project  
Management 

 

For a l l  your property needs 

from new ki tchens & 

bathrooms, landscaping and 

decking to  fu l l  management  o f 

your  house renovat ion pro ject .  

For more information 
contact Matt Gill on  

 

01629 650574 

Matthew Gill 

Properties Ltd 

1/4 page ad as above also available in colour for £7.50. 

01629 362171 
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December Musings from April Cottage - by Ali Carter 
 
I don’t know about you, but whenever I write the word 
“December”, one major thought always comes to my mind…
Christmas! 

It’s huge; it starts to loom over us around the middle of October 
and goes on getting huger by the week. Suddenly there are     
presents to buy, meals to plan, questions about whose turn is it 
this year and will Grandpa get on with the daughter’s new       
boyfriend? Have we enough chairs? Can we pull the table right out 
if we knock down the kitchen wall? Do we need a new carpet or 
will it wait? Love it or hate it, it always happened. For those of us 
who love it you can bet the decorations will be up, fairy lights will 
be twinkling on the tinsel-laden tree, and Chris Rea will have 
started his drive home by the first of November. For those of us 
who hate it, December 23rd is plenty early enough to start on that 
sort of Humbug. 

Then however you plan or hold back, it arrives. Christmas Day! 
The culmination of all the hard work and meticulous plotting is 
suddenly upon us; a day to be stuffed fuller than the turkey; a 
day to experiment with weird concoctions involving Baileys,     
rhubarb gin and advocaat; a day to at last, unwrap the enticingly 
sparkly parcels of …socks and handkerchiefs (Oh really, yeah! Just 
what I wanted.); a day to eat chocolate for breakfast, resplendent 
in the new sweater, worn over PJs and reeking of the new        
fragrance; A day, in fact to indulge gloriously without guilt. 

It makes me sad to think that for some, it’s a horrible day. A day 
to remember lost loved ones; a day which falls short of            
expectations however hard you wish it wouldn’t; a day you gave 
the wrong gift or because you can’t afford it, no gift; a day you 
have to share with people you really cannot get on with; a day 
where everyone shows the worst part of themselves by arguing 
and shouting.  I think we’ve all sampled even some little bits of 
both these scenarios. But being human, we forge ahead with the 
hope that it will be ok. This year, it may be very different. We 
may not be able to share the day or the day after with our      
families and friends, but I think it’s good to look to the future and 
plan for happier times ahead. 

Now I’m doing that I can’t help but also look back on some past 
Christmases with a mixture of sweet nostalgia and hilarity. 
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As a child, Christmas really can be a magical time full of           
anticipation. We used to have, what I realise now was a rather 
skanky, tiny artificial tree. I think it must have done duty in     
several families prior to arriving at our house, but to me it was 
pure glamour…some branches even had the rusty remains of a 
couple of berries twisted onto them. The high spot though, was 
when the lights were carefully wound round the stiff, unyielding 
spikes and clipped into place. Many warnings on not touching 
“because they get hot” were issued, but, when they did get hot 
the rewards were beyond rubies. Glass columns filled with col-
oured liquid balancing precariously, there in the darkened room, 
began to bubble. Yes, bubble! Well it was hardly Blackpool illumi-
nations, but to my brother and me it was equally awe-inspiring.  

My expectations at that age must have been pretty low. I was 
honestly deliriously happy with some new paints and a Cadbury’s 
selection box and the year that Santa brought me the              
Blue-Pendant-Shaped-Like-A-Heart necklace I reached the       
pinnacle of delight! 

Childhood Christmases soon became a distant memory when I 
embarked on my teaching career. As a music and drama specialist 
the season then became a  frantic screech of un-tuned violins,   
nativity plays, wailing recorders, carol concerts, elves with the 
wrong trousers, elves with no trousers, jingle bells, angels     
bashing the living daylights out of the wise men and shepherds, 
crying oxen, parents wanting to know why their child is playing a 
sheep when they’re quite the most promising Joseph, ever…and to 
continue… the end-of-term reports, assessments, taking down of 
decorations, clearing classrooms, the staff party (Whoop, whoop!) 
after which I would gratefully slink off home only to be so ill and 
confined to bed I would miss what I’d prepared so hard for. 

As a “Grown Up” it fell to me to “do” Christmas for the parents, 
grandparents, maiden aunts, children, waifs and strays. Trying to 
be perfect, I had read up that turkeys should be cooked through 
and thus should be pushed into the oven at some point during the 
small hours of Christmas Day. Getting up at 4am I duly performed 
the task. It was a shock when we came down for breakfast to find 
the thing was beyond ready. As dinner was to be at 1pm, I had to 
keep the wretched bird fit to eat for five hours. I couldn’t, so 
when it came time to feed the assemble throng and to carve, the 
crisp, brown skin which had been holding it together collapsed, 
like a deflating balloon, onto a pile of dried-out sawdust.  
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As I spooned the desiccated shreds of flesh onto the pile of plates, 
my mother, trying desperately to be festive murmured kindly 
“That looks lovely, Alison.” The Best Beloved, always keen to    
encourage, countered back “Are you crazy? It looks b*****     
awful!” It was. It really, really was.  

Whatever the past has been, however you feel about it, we keep 
hoping that each Christmas will be a good one, one to chime with 
happy nostalgia and to make people content. No-one wants to be 
struggling to feed their children, let alone buy them presents, but 
this year, this horrible, frightening, worrying year, this will be 
happening more than ever. Let’s be thankful for what we have 
here in this lovely village. There’s even a food bank donation place 
in the shop so we can do more than just think about the many 
thousands who, through no fault of their own are dreading this 
Christmas, we can also help them through the winter. We all want 

better times ahead. I 
don’t know about you, 
but I’m hoping and 
praying for a real 
Christmas Miracle. 

“Hope smiles from the 
threshold of the year to 
come Whispering, “It 
will be happier.” From 
The Foresters by Alfred 
Lord Tennyson 

May you have a    
peaceful and hopeful 
Christmas. Ali Carter 
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FUN & PUZZLE 

CORNER 
Hidden words may run   
horizontally, vertically,  

diagonally, forwards and  
backwards!  

TELESHOP
PING 
RETAIL 

SHOPA-
HOLIC 
TROLLEY 

BASKET 
BOUTIQUE 
WALLET 

RECEIPT 
COLLECT 
DELIVERY  

Find The Words Below! Shopping 

Solutions on page 20 

 

Sudoku 
 
Don’t forget a move is invalid if: 

 Any row contains more than one of the 
same number from 1 to 9 

 Any column contains more than one of the 
same number from 1 to 9 

 Any 3×3 grid contains more than one of 
the same number from 1 to 9 

 
  

I went to buy some camouflage 
trousers the other day, but I 
couldn’t find any  

I have kleptomania. But when it 
gets bad, I take something for 
it.  

Somebody actually compli-
mented me on my driving to-
day. They left a little note, it 
said ‘Parking Fine.  

I’m addicted to brake fluid. But 
I can stop whenever I want. 

I’ve decided to sell my Hoover 
– it was just collecting dust  

My wife told me I had to stop 
acting like a flamingo. So I had 
to put my foot down.  
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St. John The Baptist Church Winster  
"My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned or modern, is very simple: loving oth-
ers. Come to think of it, why do we have to wait for Christmas to do that?"  Bob Hope 
 

In December, priests sit down to write a Christmas message for the people of 
the community. Not simply those who attend church nor those of other    
Christian traditions, but everyone from the people of no faith to the ‘Hatch, 
Match and Dispatch’ members of the community. We are all (within reason) 
united in wanting peace, joy, hope for a better next year and the festive       
festivals -  I could eat mince pies all year round!! 
But this year isn’t like any other year. This year we wont have our children 
Nativity services, nor our own Carol Services. We’ll not have the chaos of the 
St Helen’s Family, nor the family service at St Mary’s on Christmas Day. We’ll 
not have the beautiful and moving Eucharists over Christmas along with a 
good mix of Christmas Carols. We’ll not be having collections for good causes 
and yet these good causes need our money more now than ever – RBL,   
Hospice, Marie Curie, Dignity Bags (for the homeless), Christian Aid and 
many other charities. 
No, this Christmas will be like no other. I don’t think I’m overstating it but there 
will be much mourning this year. More isolation, more tears, more fears, sadly 
even more abuse. And yet this Christmas will be more akin to that first    
Christmas, and that first Annunciation. The Angel Gabriel said God had    
chosen this young girl Mary, this nobody, this fearful girl. Mary was not perfect 
– she couldn’t write a book on bring up a baby etc. No, what made her special 
is that she trusted God. She knew God knew what he was doing. God our  
Father didn’t do this lightly. He didn’t do it to smite and destroy and drown 
people in sin. God has tried so many times to get over to humanity that they 
were loved and special and unique and had such potential. The only way to 
bring us into a right relationship again was by letting Jesus the Christ into our 
human history. Through Jesus God knew our human sufferings and        
heartaches and fears. God understood this to the extreme when he freely  
allowed Jesus to die upon the Cross out of love for all of us. 
That infant baby; that vulnerable child was the most wonderful sign that our 
lives will end in love. They will end in blessings if we allow God to help us. 
This Christmas please take time in your own way to do three things: Accept 
that Jesus the babe in the Crib and the man on the Cross, sincerely loves 
you. Accept that whatever you’ve done in life Good or Bad you cannot put 
yourself outside the love of God. Accept that the God who loves you and   
forgives you also forgives those around you. God loves those around you. 
These are the reasons why even this very strange Christmas will indeed be a 
very Blessed Christmas. 
On Behalf of all our churches may I wish you all a very safe and Blessed 
Christmas. Everyday you’ll all be very much in my prayers. 
 
Revd. Stephen Monk (Rector Darley Dale, South Darley & Winster) 



24 

 

VENI, VEDI, VISA’: I came, I 

saw, I did a little shopping.  

 

Solutions for the Word 
Search  

and Sudoku  

Disclaimer - The information in this 
magazine is for information &       
entertainment purposes only. Winster 
Village Magazine assumes no liability 
or    responsibility for any inaccurate, 
delayed or incomplete information, 
nor for any actions taken in reliance 
thereon. The opinion expressed in 
each item is the opinion of its author 
and does not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of the Winster Village         
Magazine publishers.  

Recent Planning Applications  
portal.peakdistrict.gov.uk 

FREE parking after 2pm    
throughout December 

In anticipation of lockdown restrictions      
easing, your District Council is reintroducing 
free parking across the district for a month 
from 1st December. In a scheme designed 
to boost trade, for the 13th year in a row it 
will be free to park in any District Council pay 
and display car park after 2pm throughout  
December. Parking is already free 24/7     
before 11am and after 4pm every day with 
your Derbyshire Dales parking permit.  

3260769 Appeal  
Change of use from agricultural building to holiday cottage. Single 
Detached Stone Barn Adjacent To B5056 Opposite Historic Lead 
Ore House Winster  

NP/DDD/1020/0988  
Removal of ground floor extension roof and erection of first floor 
balcony. Greystoke 7 Wyntor Avenue Winster  

https://derbyshiredales.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e7615856053b6538076c700c8&id=c9d55e2d2a&e=d782b2a6d9
https://derbyshiredales.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e7615856053b6538076c700c8&id=c9d55e2d2a&e=d782b2a6d9
https://portal.peakdistrict.gov.uk/result/YToyOntzOjE0OiJPYmplY3RfVHlwZV9JRCI7czoyOiIxMCI7czoxNjoiT2JqZWN0X1JlZmVyZW5jZSI7czo3OiIzMjYwNzY5Ijt9
https://portal.peakdistrict.gov.uk/result/YToyOntzOjE0OiJPYmplY3RfVHlwZV9JRCI7czoyOiIxMCI7czoxNjoiT2JqZWN0X1JlZmVyZW5jZSI7czo3OiIzMjYwNzY5Ijt9
https://portal.peakdistrict.gov.uk/result/YToyOntzOjE0OiJPYmplY3RfVHlwZV9JRCI7czoyOiIxMCI7czoxNjoiT2JqZWN0X1JlZmVyZW5jZSI7czo3OiIzMjYwNzY5Ijt9
https://portal.peakdistrict.gov.uk/result/YToyOntzOjE0OiJPYmplY3RfVHlwZV9JRCI7czoyOiIxMCI7czoxNjoiT2JqZWN0X1JlZmVyZW5jZSI7czo3OiIzMjYwNzY5Ijt9
https://portal.peakdistrict.gov.uk/result/YToyOntzOjE0OiJPYmplY3RfVHlwZV9JRCI7czoyOiIxMCI7czoxNjoiT2JqZWN0X1JlZmVyZW5jZSI7czo3OiIzMjYwNzY5Ijt9
https://portal.peakdistrict.gov.uk/result/YToyOntzOjE0OiJPYmplY3RfVHlwZV9JRCI7czoxOiI3IjtzOjE2OiJPYmplY3RfUmVmZXJlbmNlIjtzOjE2OiJOUC9EREQvMTAyMC8wOTg4Ijt9
https://portal.peakdistrict.gov.uk/result/YToyOntzOjE0OiJPYmplY3RfVHlwZV9JRCI7czoxOiI3IjtzOjE2OiJPYmplY3RfUmVmZXJlbmNlIjtzOjE2OiJOUC9EREQvMTAyMC8wOTg4Ijt9
https://portal.peakdistrict.gov.uk/result/YToyOntzOjE0OiJPYmplY3RfVHlwZV9JRCI7czoxOiI3IjtzOjE2OiJPYmplY3RfUmVmZXJlbmNlIjtzOjE2OiJOUC9EREQvMTAyMC8wOTg4Ijt9
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Winster Directory 
Village Magazine: Editor: 
Advertising: 

Gabi Johannesmann - mag@winster.org 
Bev Atkins - ads@winster.org 

650932 
650086 

Defibrillator Telephone 
Tree: 

Call 15 Volunteers Simultaneously in Case of  

an Emergency 01629 698699 

 

Village Shop: Manager:  
Opening Hours:                                       

Jayne Hufton - sales@winstervillageshop.com    
Mon-Sat 8am-7pm. Sundays & Bank Holidays 8am-6pm.  

650683 

Post Office: Manager: 
Opening Hours: 

Carolyn Ludlam - postoffice@winster.org   
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 9am-12.30pm, 1.30pm-5pm 
Thurs, Sat 9am-12.30pm  

650668 

Doctors Surgery: 
Opening Hours: 

Mon, Wed 8.30am-12pm, 2pm-6pm.  
Tues, Thurs 8.30am-12.30pm. Fri 8.30am-1pm.  

650207 

Burton Institute: Chair: 
Booking, Treasurer: 

Bernard Bowler - bbwinster@gmail.com  
John Geddes - john@winster.org (also photocopier) 

650261 
650364 

Primary School: Clerk: Mel Landless - info@winster.derbyshire.sch.uk 650238 

Carnival: Chair Kelsey Roper - carnival@winster.org 650516 
Secret Gardens & X-mas Tree Gill Geddes - gill@winster.org 650364 

History Group: Geoff Lester - geoff.orchardmine@gmail.com  650090 

Luncheon Club: Rosie Strauss - rosiejay.strauss@btinternet.com 650564 

 Gerry Harpham - gerryvirghse@aol.com 650412 
Darby & Joan: Sandra Purslow 650222 

Morris Dancers: Secretary: 
Chair: 

Richard Powley - richard.powley@makepaper.net  
Mike Hatfield - hatfieldmike65@yahoo.com 

636994  
650468 

Garden & Countryside Group: Chair: Lesley Peat 650676 
Entertainments Group: Rod Shiers - rodneyshiers@gmail.com                                       650523 

Senior Club: Gerry Harpham - gerryvirghse@aol.com 650412 

Open Thursday Club: Christine - relax@peakserenity.co.uk           07837725337, 650712 

Village Choir: Marion Bowler  650261 

The Orchard Group: Dave Robinson - daveandhes@btinternet.com 650395 

Yoga: Info & Booking: June Hine - junehine@btinternet.com 650994 
Walking Football: Gerry Harpham - gerryvirghse@aol.com 650412 
Bakewell & Eyam Transport: 641920 
Walking Group              Judy Hinsliff -  judy.hinsliff@gmail.com                                            650119  
District Councillor: colin.swindell@derbyshiredales.gov.uk                              07816 986956  

Parish Council: Chair: 
Clerk: 

Simon Wood - parishchair@winster.org                             07966 

Locum Clerk RFO: clerk@winsterparishcouncil.gov.uk /
winsterparishcouncil.gov.uk 

735949  
 

Vicar: Rev. Stephen Monk - rev.stephenmonk@btinternet.com 734257 

Is the above info up-to-date? Let us know about changes at mag@winster.org 

mailto:geoff.orchardmine@gmail.com
mailto:relax@peakserenity.co.uk
mailto:judy.hinsliff@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@winsterparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.winsterparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Simon J Percival Joinery  
Winster’s local Joiner & Handyman—no job too small 

07779 105470 

A.P. Brown: Electrical Contractor (Winster/Elton)   
All  Installations. NICEIC Approved 

07790 019093  

Matlock Glass Co Ltd - Replacement windows & doors, 
double glazing. Safety glass 

582043 

Bowling Green Inn Good home cooking. East Bank, Winster 
Bar Open Wed to Sat from 6pm, Sunday all day from 12 noon. 
Food Served Thurs-Sat 6-8.30pm, Sun 12.30-2.30pm  

650219 

peakparkpub.co.uk 

Peak Cottage Plants    www.PeakCottagePlants.co.uk 
Hardy perennial plants, design & planting service 

650428 

Peak Insurance Services Ltd – Personal Service for all     
Business and Home Insurance. Authorised & regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority . The Old Picture House, 133 Dale Road, Matlock, DE4 3LU  

582911 

JPB Services   Maintenance, Decorating, Gardening  
4 East End, Elton.                                                          

650593             
07966 526946 

Amy’s Dairy 
All fresh diary products delivered to your door          

636639 
07799 880740 

J.F. Johnson & Sons 
Commercial  and Domestic Plumbing & Heating 
www.jfjohnsonandsons.co.uk 

733434 

Leacroft Garage and Car Sales  
All mechanical and body repairs to any make, MOT  

650253 

Winster Bike Shed 
Bicycle service, maintenance, custom builds 
www.winsterbikeshed.co.uk 

07974022331 

  

PEAK EPC – Energy Performance Certificates       
David Brown, Leacroft Road, Winster. www.peakepc.co.uk 

650932 

Hillsprings Laundry, Stoney Middleton Domestic and    
commercial laundry & dry cleaning agency. Collection & delivery 

available. www.hillsprings.co.uk 

01433 631442 

Winster Business Directory 

http://www.hillsprings.co.uk


27  

 

The Miner’s Standard  
Real Ale Home cooked Meals  Top of the Bank, Winster 
Mo-Tue 12-2.30pm & 6-8.30pm, Fri 12-2.30pm & 6-9pm, Sat 12-9pm &Sun 12-8pm 

650279 

R Stone Joinery 
3 Ivy Lane  Elton.  All types of Joinery Work undertaken  

07971 815683 

Steve Salfield   steve@stevesalfield.com 
Jazzsax—Jazz, Blues and Rock'n'Roll bands 

650183 

R.G. Morris & Son Ltd                      
Fresh Fish, Poultry & Game delivered weekly Wed pm 

07968 734909  
01298 72458 

Fired Up Heating Services 
Full range of Gas Safe Registered heating and plumbing  
David Gilling   firedupheating@gmail.com 

650336 
  

Helios Electric for all your domestic electrical installation 
and maintenance richard@helioselectric.co.uk 

650920 
07585 604329 

Gary Beech Chimney Sweep - NACS and HETAS approved  
www.chimneysweepmatlock.co.uk 
garybeech0@gmail.com  

07899 034 738 
01629 825340 

Katie's Gardens  Friendly, professional, reliable Winster-
based gardening service.  katie@katiesgardens.co.uk  

07894236858  

Little Miss Blooms Garden Maintenance and Lawn Cutting 
Service. Contact Claire: littlemsblooms@gmail.com  

07545 255 384 
01629 362100 

Winster Business Directory 

How To Advertise With Us: 
 
• Winster Business Directory: £20 per year 
• Other formats available from £6 a month in b/w for 1/4 page 
• Ads in colour cost 25% more than ads in b/w  
• Price list & help with ad design available 
• Send your advert details to Bev Atkins at ads@winster.org or ring 650086 
• Alternatively drop a note to Gabi the editor at 39 Leacroft Road (opposite 

surgery) 

mailto:katie@katiesgardens.co.uk
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Despite all the challenges that 
Covid has thrown at us, Winster 
will still have a Christmas tree 
this year. Although we have       
decided that we cannot have a    
lighting up event this year, Dave 
Robinson and his fellow volunteers 
will be putting up the tree over the 
weekend of 5th/6th December.   
We are very grateful to Winster    
Parish Council for their support this 
year in sponsoring the tree. 
Here’s hoping that we can back to 

normal for 2021.  Wishing you a very Happy Christmas -   
stay safe and well. Winster Christmas Tree Committee 

Photo taken by John Fuller-Sessions on  
10 December 2018  

Please visit Winster 

Shop and have a look at 

the art gallery, where 

there are framed       

photographs displayed 

for sale. 

These would make   

special Christmas     

presents, bought    

without leaving the  

village! Prices range 

from £6 to £9. 

All proceeds will go to 

the village shop. 

THE WINSTER CALENDAR 

150 calendars were produced this year and put in the shop 

on 8 Nov. Now, 10 days later,  there are only 30 left, so if 

you want one you’d better hurry. 


