Winster Local History Group

Newsletter 34 September 2006
Guest Editor: Pam Hatfield
Our Programme for 2006-2007(in the Burton Institute,exceptJunel8)
Monday25 Septembeat 7.30.‘The ChangingFaceof Winster’
Monday16 Octoberat 8 pm. Partyard AGM
Monday27 Novemberat 7.30.‘The Anglo-SaxonFort at Bakewell’, by JanStetka

Monday 26 February2007 at 7.30.‘Voices: Womenof a White PeakVillage’, by
Gillian Radcliffe

Monday26 Marchat 7.30.‘WinsterUnderground’ by Anthony Wood
Monday23 April at7.30.‘How Winstergot its Rightsof Way’, by Rob Greatorex

Monday18 June.GuidedWalk. Detailslater

The Courtship and Marriage of Elizabeth Hawley of Winster, 1657

The following extractsare taken from ‘Leonard Wheatcroft of Ashovet, by C.

Kerry, DerbyshireArcheologicalJournal 18 (1896), pp. 29-8Q They relateto the
marriage betweenlLeonard Wheatcroft,who was a tailor, poet, songwriter,parish
clerk, andlandlord of the Hand and Shearsin Ashover, and Elizabeth Hawley of

Winster. The wedding took place in May 1657 during the period of the
Commonwealtrandwasa civil one. Wheatcroftwas a Royalistand had servedin

the army. The violenceof thetimesis exemplifiedin his descriptionof his courtship
of Elizabeth:

Thendid | expectan answerfrom her againe,but nonecame.Then did | and
anothermounton horsebaclkandto the towne of Winster we went well armed,
with a full resolutionto seesweetBetty, which after manyrepulsesve did. But
after our departurewve hadlike to havebeentakenby 7 scoutsfwatchmer which
on a soddenfell uponus. So we, having but shorttime, madeas short dispatch
with them aswe could, for at the first tilt | bore down two of them, and my
partnerflew amongstherest. Theylaid uponusvery sharply,but we, having the
betterhorse forcedthemto flee with losse.So, praiseGod, we escapedvith the
lossof little blood.



Despite these setbacks,Wheatcroft continued his courtship and in April 1657
proposedo Elizabethin aletter,which sheacceptedsending with her reply a love-
tokenin theform of anecklet:

DearLove, | will notomit aneyopertunitythatl cangetto commendmy dearest
love untoyou and,asatokenof my love, | havesentyou a band,desiringyou to
let it imbraceyour neck,aswilli ngly asyou would imbraceme...

The weddingfeastwastook placein Ashover,and Wheatcrofthasleft an account
describingit in greatdetail. Elizabethrode over in advanceo bring ‘somePewter
andotherthingswhich we might use’, and‘partingwith heruponthewild moors...

| told her| would not comeoveragaintill | camefor her,to which sheseemedrery
willing...’

Wednesdaybeing May 20", before the Dayspring brake forth | awoke and,
leaping forth out of my bed, was not long before | had put on my wedding
apparril,and, arming myself for the day of uniting love, many cameto seeme
thatmorning.Thendid my choserringers... with flying colourstied to the wrist
of their hand,causemerrybellsto ring aloud,sothatat lastmanycameand went
alongwith meto fetchthe Bride.

So, coming to this Towne of Winster, we found them all in readinessand,
thoughthey had before many times assaulteane, yet now was the wayesmade
open,sothatl, with the restof my friends,safelyarrived at her father’s house,
wherewe wasnoelittle madewelcome.But when they saw| would take their
daughterthe pearlytearedell from their eyes,yet withal did theyrejoice.

The marriageceremonytook placebefore JusticeSpatemarof Brackenfield. After
the young men had competedto be the first to take off the ‘bride-garters’,they
racedto bethefirst hometo Ashover,the winnersbeingawardedcolouredribbons.

Despiteit being the time of the Commonwealth,when we might have expected
limited celebrationthey do not seemto have stinted, for the wedding feastlasted
eleven days, with eleven dinners for over two hundred guests. All of this is
describedn greatdetailin Wheatcroft'saccountof the event.He ends:

And so,gentlereader] leaveoff my two years’suit. If you would wish to know
how manytimes| wenta-wooing,you shallfind so many slashesupon an Ash
Tree at Winster Towne End, andhow many miles | travelled for her sakethey
were400and40 andodd. And so, gentlereader] rest.August16, 1657.

ElizabethWheatcroftborea numberof childrenanddiedin 1668,aged52.

[Thanks to Peter Trewhitt of Parwich Local History Society for drawing our
attentionto this account.]



From the Parish Magazine One Hundred YearsAgo

The vicar's letter to the parishin October1905reflectedthat ‘life is so busy’ and
thatwe often feel we havetoo little time to give to religiousexercises|[This washis
thememost months.]It included an entreatyto the fathersof families to attend
churchmorefrequentlyto prayfor helpin fulfilling their responsibilitiesn guiding
their households. The motherswere askedto attendmore frequently to pray for
compassiomndgentleness developinglove andGodlinessn their children.

A major eventover Christmas1905 was the children’s party held at the Burton
Institute. Thiswasopento every child underfourteenandlastedfrom 3 till 7 pm.
In all, two hundredchildren or more were present.There was a Christmastree
(providedby Mr Heathcote) and FatherChristmasjed in by a fairy, gavea gift to
everychild. In additioncakesfruit andsweetsveregivenout.

The report by HM Inspectoron Elton School usedlanguagetypical of today’s
reports:‘satisfactoryprogresss beingmade’. However,wording we would not see
todayreportsthat ‘the infantsarekindly andearnestlynanaged'.

Thevicar’s letter of March1906gavehistoricalinformationrelatingto the length of
the fast of Lent. Its original observancevasfor forty hours,in commemorationof
the time that elapsd from the noon of Friday when Christ died until His
resurrection. Other dayswere addedin early Christiantimes, so that by the fifth
century the usual fast was 36 days (or six weeks deducting Sundays). Ash
Wednesdagndthe otherthreedayswere addedin the eighth centuryanda Lent of
forty dayswasestablished.

The magazinesof May to July include commentsby the Vicar on the 1906
EducationBill, to which he objectedon many grounds.For instance he arguesthat

the Bill promoted‘undenominationalismwith no referenceto any definite doctrine
or the sacramentsBut his major objectionwasthat it conflicted with the trust deed
for the ParochialSchool,which statedthat ‘for everthe buildings were to be used
for promoting the educationof the poor in the principles of the Established
Church...Everyteacheemployedin the schoolshouldbe a memberof the Church
of England.’The newBill would force the trusteego disobeytheseclausesanddeny
the childrenreligiousinstruction.The trusthadlegal status,with trusteesequiredto

carry out to the letter every possible condition or face severe penalties, and
consequentliye calleduponthe trusteego standfirm againsthe bill.

Latest News

We havebeengivena donationof £500 by HJ Enthovenand Sons,which, addedto
the £500alreadyreceivedirom Ladbroke’swill enableusto buy a digital projector
for useby usandothergroupsin the Burton Institute. The History Groupis pleased
to acknowledgehe generosityof thoseinvolvedin makingthesegrants.



Winster Featuresin Ashford Well-Dressing

The History Group wasapproachedaarlier this year by the designerof one of the
well-dressingsat Ashford-in-the-Waterwho wantedto usethe front cover of the
Winster Book for a panel commemoratig one hundred years of ownership of
WinsterMarket Houseby the National Trust. The painting usedfor the book cover
was specially commissionedby the History Group from the Sheffield artist Bill

Kirby, andof coursewe werehappyto agree.

The result was a beautiful and faithful renderingof the picture in petals— a new
medium for the work of Bill Kirby, who felt ‘honoured’ to have his picture
interpretedn this way.

A hand-madegreetingscard hasbeenmadefrom a photographof the dressedvell,
andthe History Grouphasa very smallsupplyof thesefor saleat £2 each.




