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Next Meetings

Monday 20 March at 7.30 in the Burton Institute. Life in the Darknessby John
Jonesphotographeandmemberof Wirksworth MinesResearcl@Group.

Monday 24 April. Meet7.30 at the Market Housefor guidedtours (in groups) of
someof Winster’snotablebuildings.

Monday19 June.Guidedwalk round Parwich.Detailslater.

Matthew Henry Frost Cantrell, Surgeon,of Winster

[This fascinatingaccountis by Mrs CynthiaCarmichaelof Liverpool,a descendanf
Dr Cantrell.Mrs Carmichaecameto WinsterrecentlyandwasshownaroundThe Old
Houseon Main Street,whichwasformerly the doctor’s surgery,by GwenMcManus,
the presenbccupantGwenkindly passedhe accounton to the History Group.Much
of the materialderivesfrom anecdotecommunicatedy word of mouth from one
generatiorof the family to another soverificationof all detailshasnot beenpossible.]

Matthew Henry Frost Cantrell was born in 1830 at Calver. His father, William
Cantrell,born in 1800,wasthe sonof William Cantrell, who wasthe schoolmastem
Kniveton, and SarahFox, a lawyer'sdaughterfrom Bakewell. The schoolmastehad
losthishandin the ShroveTuesdayootballgamein Ashbourne.

The youngerWilliam’s brother,who wasnamedJohnHall Cantrell, was born about
1804 and becamea draperin Ashbourne.ln 1844 he was found deadin the snow
afterhishorsehadfallen on theice,andhe wasburiedin the family gravein Kniveton.
Whenhismother,Sarahcameto beburiedin the samegravesomeyearslaterit was
discoveredhat it musthavebeena caseof hypothermiaand that he had struggled
and got out of the coffin but had not managedo get out of the grave.l havehis
simple woodencashboxwith his namewritten inside, which was later usedby my
grandfatheandmy mother.

His brotherWilliam, afterarow with his older sister,ran awayfrom homeandjoined
atravellingbooksellerHe travelledall over Englandthenworkedfor a surgeoncalled
EdwardHennessywho suggestedhat he shouldstudy medicine.So William wentto
London,wherehe qualifiedin 1822.

He thenreturnedto Derbyshireand first hired two roomsin the Red Lion pub in
Kniveton. WhenSquireWright of Bradbournewas injured in a hunting accidentthe
young doctor lookedafter him. Thenin May 1825 he marriedthe squire’sdaughter,



Millicent, who sadlydiedin March 1826, following the birth of their son,William, who
alsodid not survive.

In 1829 he married Elizabeth Frost in Bakewell. Elizabeth was the daughter of
MatthewHenry Frost,who wasthe Land Agentto the Earl of Newborough.Thereis

a largememorialto her parentson the right-handside of Hassopchurch. Elizabeth
lived up to her surnameandwasalwayscold towardsMatthew,her only child. William

wasby thenpractisingin Wirksworth.

At the ageof eightyoungMatthewwassentto a seminaryin Belgium, for his mother
desiredhim to be a Catholic priest. But he soon realisedthat he could not lead a
celibatelife. He trained as a mining engineer,for the family owned lead minesin
Derbyshire put thoseminesbecamdlooded.He wentto London andfell in love with
the writer Eliza Lynn, but shewould not marry a Catholic. Insteadshe married a
woodcarvercalledLinton, who lived at Brantwoodon Lake Coniston.(Thehousewas
later sold to John Ruskin, the critic, and is now opento the public.) Eliza’s elder
stepsonbecamementally il while studying at Oxford, and Matthew went to
Brantwoodto look after him. He then decidedthat he would follow his fatherinto
medicineandsowentto studyin London.

Besidesstudyingmedicinehe was very interestedin literature and mixed with the
literary set. In particular he was friendly with William MakepeaceThackerayand
Charles Dickens. My Canadiancousins say he was also friendly with the poet
Longfellow.

In Londonhe metJaneMiles, the daughterof an agriculturallabourerfrom Kingsdon
in Somersetandmarriedher. Their first two daughtersAmelia and Ellen, were born
in Londonin 1863 and 1864, while he was still a student.His third daughter,Hope
Elizabeth,wasborn in Cromfordin 1866. The family then movedto Winster, where
Matthewsetup in practiceon Main Street,in whatis now calledThe Old House.

He hadbuilt up suchdebtswhile a studenthathe nevermanagedo get free of them.
It issaidthat he drove his wife to distraction.For instancewhenhe meta poor man
withouta coathe gavehim his own, eventhoughhe had not yet paid his tailor for it.
And he wasoftenpaidin kind with eggsa chickenor corn.

My grandfatheranotherWilliam Cantrell,wasborn in Winsteron 18" June1869.He
alwaysreferredto his birthdayasbeingon the Battle of WaterlooDay; so, justaswe
still celebrateTrafalgarDay, at thattime they alsocelebratedVaterlooDay.

Shortly aftertheirarrivalin Winstera mancut off hisnosewhenusinghis scythe,and
cameto the doctor'shouseholdinghisnosein onehand.Janedid not like the look of
him withouthisnose and,asher husbandvasnat due backfor somehours(andnot
of coursehavinga mobile phone) shewashecdhisnosein saltwaterandput it backon
with sticking plaster. When my mother, Dr Hilda Cantrell, was doing a locum in
Winsterfor Dr Fletcherin the mid-1920s,the man cameto the surgeryto show my
motherwhata goodjob hergrandmothehaddone!

Whenmy grandfathemwas aboutthree yearsold Dr William Cantrell cameto stay
whenhewasvery ill. He andMatthewhad both beenfriendly with the manwho was



to becomeCardinalNewman.At that time a Roman Catholic bishop, the cardinal
cameto the houseto give his old friend the lastrites. Jane beinga Protestantand
having had her children brought up as Anglicans, removedthem upstairs,so they
would not be contaminatedby Popsh practices!My grandfatherescapednd looked
over the staircaseHe wasfascinatedby the processionand the small boys swinging
thethurible andthe smellof the incense He wentdownstairsand,asthe Cardinalknelt
atthe bedsideremovedhislovely red hatandputit on hisheadanddancedround the
bed shouting“Look Grandpapal’'ve got the hat!” The old doctor said “We’ve got
Dick Turpinin the family” andlaughedso muchthat he felt betterandlived another
three years.[There is a problem with the dating here, becauseNewmanwas not
createdcardinaluntil 1879.]

My grandfathealsotold of how he had beentakenthe following year by his mother
to visit FlorenceNightingale.He had beenwarnedhe mustnot get himself dirty, but
whenhewasin the drawingroom helookeddown andsawthat his shoeswvere dusty.
Out camehis pockethandkerchiefjust asthe afternoontea arrived. He droppedhis
hankyandthen,horrorof horrors,the greatlady sawit on the floor andrang for the
maid to removethe ‘duster’. Young William did not dare to admit to it being his
handkerchieand watchedit beingremovedin greatstyle by the haughtymaid. He
alsorememberedhatwasthe first time he had marmaladensteadof jam, and he did
not like it.

In 1871 Paulwas born and then, in 1875, Henry Hall Cantrell. The 1871 Census
showsthe following:

Market Street, Winster

Name Position | Status Age | M/ | Occupation Born
F
Matthew Head Married |45 M [ MRCS London| Calver
Henry Frost LRCP Derbyshire
Cantrell Edinburgh
JaneCartrell | Wife Married |38 F Kingsdon
Somerset
Amelia Daughter 8 F | Scholar London
Ellen Daughter 7 F | Scholar London
Elizabeth Daughter 3 F | Scholar Cromford
Hope
William Son 18 M Winster
mths
PaulFrost Son 6 M Winster
mths
Mary  Eliza| Governesyg Unmarried| 21 F | Governess Crich
ELCE
Mary Mellor | Servant | Unmarried 28 F | GeneralServani Littleton
JohnAlsop Servant | Unmarried 28 M | GeneralServan{ Brassington




At about this time there was trouble, | think, with the village water supply and
Matthewinvited his friend CharlesDickensto stay,and he gavepennyreadingqthat
s, the audiencegpaidonepennyto listento him), andthishelpedo raisethe moneyfor
anewwatersupply.

Most yearsthe family would makethe long train journeyto Somerseto visit Jane’s
family. In May 1876 Janenow 41, had her seventhchild, Rose As was the custom,
shekeptto her bedfor a month.My grandfathernow sevenwentinto her room to

askwherehiscleanshirtwas.Janepointedto the chestof drawers saidthat it wasin

the top drawer,andfell backdead.Such was her popularity with the villagers, they
wentto the Via Gelliaandpickedvioletsto line her grave.

After Jane’sddeaththe Frostrelationsmovedin and hadall the childrenre-baptisedas
Catholics.Baby Rosediedayear later.Nelly (Ellen), who wasabouttwelvewhenher
mother died, said that bringing up the baby was left mainly to her and to Milly
(Amelia), andtheydid not know how to do it. In 1881 Pauldied at the ageof ten of
typhus.

My grandfaher becamea weekly boarderat a schoolin Matlock, but after having
rheumaticfever he found the walk to and from schoolbeyondhim, especiallyin the
Derbyshirewinters,sohe did not havemuch schooling.Later on, though,he became
a keenmile runner, holding a cork in eachhand and wearing very brief running
drawers!He alsoearnedpocketmoneyby growing medicinalherbsin the gardenfor
his fatherto useto treat his patients.In one of his medical books is the following
treatmenfor diarrhoea:Soakpaperin milk andthengiveit to the patient.”Matthew
hadwrittenin the marginthathe hadnot believedit at first, but hadtried it and found
it very effective.

As | saidearlier,Matthewwasnot a manto live a celibatelife, and after Jane’sdeath
he is reputedto havefatheredtwins. Thenin about1887 he got the sixteen-year-old
maid, SarahCostello,into trouble.He wasnow 57. The priesttried to persuadenim
not to marry, but he did. Georgewasborn in 1887,followed by May andthen Mary
in 1894, by which time both Hope and William had children. The childrenof the first
marriagehad beenkind to Sarahasa servantbut havinga stepmothesseveralyears
youngerthanthemselveslid not meetwith their approval,so they movedto Buxton.
Nelly wasfor manyyearsthe manageressf the LeewoodHotel. Milly marriedand
wentto CanadaHope marriedandlived in Duffield, in a housethat had belongedo
the Strutt family. William, my grandfatherwas apprenticedo the draperytrade at
Milligans of Buxton, which at that time wasone of the top storesin the country. His
brotherHenry joined him thereandlaterhadhisown draper’'sshop,Hall Cantrell’s,in
SpringGardensn Buxton.

Matthewthen becaméll andsoldhis practiceto Dr Fletcher.He and Samah and the
children cameto live with my grandparentsn Liverpool for a while, but when his
healthimprovedhe boughta practicein Longnor. His marriagebroke up and Sarah
wentto Canaddo starta newlife, but the threeyoungerchildrenstayedwith him.

He diedin 1915 andwasbroughtbackto Winsterto be buried with Jane,Roseand
Paulin a plot nearthe gateto Dr Fletcher'shousgBank House WestBank].



