
Winster Village 
Magazine 

50p 

I’ve chosen a monochrome cover this month to reflect the snowy scene of village 
pond and orchard. Thanks to Jane Deacon for the photo.

Ready to share your talent 
in the Wakes Art 

Exhibition? - go to PAGE 12 
for more information 
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From the Village Diary 
Regular Events 

Stay and Play, Primary School, Friday’s—term me only 9:30-11:30, for parents and 
carers of infants and young children. Free. Refreshments provided. Contact: Kerry 
McClay 07760161785

Senior Club, Burton Ins tute, Fridays, 10am - 12noon 

Yoga, Burton Ins tute, Tuesdays 6.15-7.45pm, June Hine 650994 1

Morris Dancers Prac ce, Burton Ins tute, Tuesdays 8pm 

Shorter walks of 4-6 miles, first & third Tuesday of each month, easy pace. Meet at the 
Old Bowling Green at 9.45am. Bring own drink & snack. Usually ending with pub or café 
lunch. Contact: Anthea Rawlence:  a.j.rawlence@b nternet.com  or 01629 650480 or 
07860140435
Longer walks of approx. 8 miles, second Tuesday of each month, mee ng at the Old 
Bowling Green at 9.45am. Bring own drink, snack & packed lunch. Contact: Steve Edgar: 
steve.edgar1@b nternet.com or 07977148748 or Katharine Edgar: katharine.
edgar@b nternet.com or 07875655243
Winster Community Café Hub - Jubilee Room, Wednesdays, 10.30 am - 12.30 pm, 

Parish Council Mee ng  -  First Monday of the month, 7pm, Burton Ins tute 

1 Yoga is full at the moment - if interested, please enquire of June Hine on 650994 

A new look magazine - I’ve tried to group the content logically and 
provide a listing /page number reference of what is in this month’s issue.  
I may not have got it quite right - and I welcome your feedback - what 

you like and what you don’t like about the new look. 

What hasn’t changed? The deadline date for your submissions remains the 
same - 18th of each month.  All submissions to mag@winster.org, please. 
Best wishes  Helen x 
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DCC Library and Bin collection dates 
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In February and March we move through the desert of Lent. But this is a season 
of new opportunities and new life not simply a time to confess our sins, and see 
these as days of giving. These sacred days give us space and solitude (if we 
so wish) to reconnect with God and with each other; and also with ourselves. All 
this is to prepare once more to celebrate the Easter Mysteries. God in Jesus 
loved us all so much that he freely and with great love suffered and died for us 
all. But I truly believe that to engage with this love of God we need firstly to 
love ourselves, and value ourselves. Following on from this first action, we need 
to love each other. This solitude and silence doesn't belong to one churchman-
ship or another. It belongs to our humanity and to be truly human we have to 
be open to our spiritual side. I know myself to ignore the need for silence and 
solitude gives me a sense of being disquieted or uneasy. Moving forward with 
outreach and real loving service to our 5 parishes we need to give time to be 
still and pray. If we don't there's a danger to be reactionary and superficial and 
not God centred. But don't be too hard on yourself. we are all a work in 
progress. When we mess things up we simply stand up and brush ourselves off 
and try once more. 

"To live a spiritual life we must first find the courage to enter into the desert of 
our loneliness and to change it by gentle and persistent efforts into a garden 
of solitude." When I went to theological college it was for 8 years. Within the 
education there was also a lot of space for formation. Formation calls us to have 
the courage of self-empty of ourselves. This is a way of growing closer to the 
'real' me and by doing that growing closer to the 'real' God. I hope this makes 
sense - if I don't turn away from ego, sin, self obsession etc. there's a real 
temptation to make or recreate God in my own Image and likeness. In the 
history of most religion this is when things start to go wrong.  To let things go 
from my history and to final solitude the image of the desert is life giving. This 
isn't easy. It's hard to let go of the image of 'me'. This requires not only courage 
but also a strong faith. As hard as it is to believe that the dry desolate desert 
can yield endless varieties of flowers, it is equally hard to imagine that our 
loneliness is hiding unknown beauty. "The movement from loneliness to solitude, 
however, is the beginning of any spiritual life because it is a movement from the 
restless senses to the restful spirit, from the outward-reaching cravings to the 
inward-reaching search, from the fearful clinging to the fearless play." In the 
shadow of Easter we know how much God loves us. Post Easter God once more 
offers us His hand and His love and forgiveness. God's love and God's grace 
and forgiveness if offered to all people. God sees our potential, God sees the 
real me' and 'you' if only we have courage to stop and seek times of silence 
and rest. This is a real challenge today but the truth is, "the busier we are then 
the more silence and space we need." there's no accident that today there are 
more people suffering from mental health issues than ever before. This month, 
this year - we have an opportunity. Let the real 'you' shine forth. And be open 
to the truth that you are, truly a beautiful child of God. For people who like the 
media of Music to help them reflect please look up the two songs from 
Shinedown: 'Unity' and 'Get Up' 

This month please know you are precious and you are daily in my prayers and 
thoughts. 

Yours. 
Revd. Stephen Monk 

Parish News 
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Village Organisations and Contacts 
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Winster Village Shop News 

The presentation of the Kings award for 
voluntary service was held at The Bowling 
Green on Thursday 15th February.  

Presentation of the award was made by His 
Majesty's Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Derbyshire 
Colonel John Wilson OBE to Alistair Wright, 
Chairman of WVSA 

 Fresh Bread & Milk 
 Beers, Wine & Spirits 
 Cooked  Meats & Pies 
 News Papers reserved or delivered 
 Hot & Cold Drinks 

Thank you to Lyria Jones for her annual supply of marmalade. As usual it sold 
out really quickly. 

Don’t forget Mother’s Day on Sunday 10th March. 
There will be gifts and cards to purchase at the shop for 

this special day.
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Get Involved 
Winster Local History Group Next Meetings 
Monday 26th February at 7.30 in the Burton Institute 
The Changing Face of Winster: The Last Thirty Years 

Monday 25 March at 7.30 in the Burton Institute 
Peter Chivers, Almshouses in Derbyshire 

Almshouses were one of earliest forms of social housing which are still 
proving relevant today. The talk explores the history of Almshouses at a 
national and local Derbyshire level, the motivation for funding such 
institutions and what it was like to be an Almshouse resident. (Peter gave us 
a very interesting presentation on ‘Drovers' last March.) 

Monday 29 April at 7.30 in the Burton Institute 
Richard Usher, Winster and the Motor Car: a Ramble on Four Wheels 

Everyone welcome. 

Village Litter Pick – Annual Event 

This event now happens once a year and will take place on Saturday 6th 
April from 9.30am at the Recreation Ground off Woodhouse Lane.  Please 
wear suitable clothing, shoes and gloves!  Litter pickers, bags and high viz 
jackets will be provided. 

No need to let us know you are coming and all ages welcome, but parents 
must accompany children.  Thanks 

The group takes on different parts of the village and we have a map of 
Winster to avoid duplication.  Hope to see you there. 

Any queries please to Anthea Rawlence Tel 650480 or email 
a.j.rawlence@btinternet.com. 

Save the Date! 

11th May - Annual Plant Sale  
outside Tite Cottage, Main Street, Winster from 9:30 am.  
More details next month (April issue).  Anthea tel 650480
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Sunday Morning Jazz - save the date 
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• A Celebration Cake which tastes 
as good as it looks  

• A Tray-Bake made in a flat tin, 
cut and arranged on a plate  

• A gluten free cake  
• Jams and Jellies. Either an 

unopened jar of home made 
jam, jelly or citrus marmalade  

• Produce. Home grown fruit 
and/or vegetables arranged in a 
basket or box  

• Artwork. A still life, landscape or 
abstract picture in any medium. 
Must be framed and ready for 
display.  

• Paper craft and cards  
• Yarn craft, Knitting, Crochet or 

weaving  
• Decorative Sewing Hand 

embroidery, tapestry or machine 
embroidery  

• Flower Arranging A garden flower 
posy in a jam jar, which may be 
decorated  

• Flower Arranging. An 
arrangement of garden or 
allotment foliage 

Due to space restrictions, we have to limit the geographical area from which 
we can accept entries. So, good people of Winster, Elton, Birchover and 
Wensley, we would like to present to you the revised list of categories.  

• Woodwork 
• Metalwork 
• Stonework 

A functional or decorative item made 
from this material 

Hello again! 

Would you believe it’s time to plan for the Summer! Hoorah! It won't be long, 
so we’re giving you all fair warning that the Winster Country Fair 2024 will be 
happening on the 4th of July. 
The “Event in the Tent” was a huge success last year and we are aiming to 
make it even better this year.  We are delighted to say that as we want our 
young people to be as involved as possible, every category will be available 
to every age group. All we need to know is the age of the entrant. 

The age groups to which you are able to submit are: - 
7 and under; 8-11; 12-16; 17+  

• School Infants  
• School Juniors  

Theme yet to be confirmed 

Winster Country Fair 2024 

And now you all know, so… get planting, knitting, sewing, turning, chiselling 
and painting. There will be more information and regular warnings each month 
from now. If there is anything else you’d like clarifying, email me 
aliabsolute@hotmail.com or find me on the Facebook Winster Community page.  

Best of luck and let the fun begin…  
Ali Carter  
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Wakes Week Art 
Exhibition 2024

How about painting a picture or 
some other form of art?1 We would 
love to put your art in the exhibition 
held in the church during Wakes 
Week and also Secret Gardens.. 
This has been a popular event now 
for a few years. 
You have until Mid June to produce 
a piece of your art  

For more information contact Jacquie 
01629 650183 or 
Jacquie@jacquiesalfield.com 

1 Left is a photo of part of the work around 
the font produced by the children of the 
village school for  last year’s exhibition. 

Burns Night 2024 

27th January saw the return of Burns Night to the Burton Institute and it 
appeared that the village was very eager to help celebrate Robbie Burn's 
265th birthday.  This was the first BI Burns Night 
event since pre-Covid days January 2020 and 
Winster was awash with tartan and "See you 
Jimmy" hats.  The event was a sell out, queues 
were long (sorry! we have learned from that) the 
hall looked party-ready and seating 
arrangements in the BI were "cosy".  Hoards of 
very kind volunteers had made the food and 
brought it along on the day; the Haggis had 
been shipped down from Scotland. 

Following grace from a very finely turned out 
Findlay Macbean, a hearty meal was served; 
soup followed by Haggis, tatties and neaps.  
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The impressive Chieftan Haggis was piped in by our 
very own Winster bagpiper, Geoff McLester, followed 
by head chef Carl Ashin.  David Mitchell addressed the 
Haggis with the traditional Robbie Burns poem 
celebrating all that is good 
about the Haggis; it was not a 
long poem.  

Sticky Toffee Pud or 
Cranachan for pudding. "But 
Sticky Toffee Pud isn't 
Scottish" they cried - try telling 
that to the Udny Arms Hotel in 

Aberdeenshire who claim to have served it there first!  
Food which was supposed to be hot was indeed 
served hot and the Cranachan was served 
reassuringly cold (yes, we will have more of these 
next year!).    
Food was served by an enthusiastic crew of young waitresses and a waiter 
who worked tirelessly for the whole evening; the service may not have been 
perfect but it was an excellent experience for the youngsters and what they 
lacked in experience they made up for with commitment and enthusiasm.  An 
equally committed and enthusiastic young team made relentless trips up and 
down stairs transporting dirty crockery for washing and clean crockery for 
refilling like a well oiled machine. 

The meal was declared a success but all was not finished - there was still a 
whisky toast, coffee and homemade shortbread and then ...... the 
entertainment!!!!  A celebration of Robbie's life and works through verse, 
prose, music and comedy; there was even room for an "open mike" slot.  The 
evening was rounded off by a lively rendition of  "Donald Where's Your 
Troooosers" and everybody went home with bellies and hearts a little fuller. 

The event was a fundraiser for Winster Twinning Association and just under 
£1500 was raised towards our next Twinning activity. 
Our next fundraiser will see the return of the Oktoberfest on October 19th. 
Next year's Burns Night will fall on Robbie's actual birthday Saturday January 
25th 2025 

Thank you to all who cooked, helped, donated, attended, entertained and 
organised - this was truly a team effort and you are all amazing people 
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It's been three months since the Auction of Promises, doesn't time 
fly?  

If you bought a Promise from a resident please get in touch with 
them asap and arrange to redeem, or simply touch base if it's an 
activity better suited to warmer weather - their name/s and 
contact details are on the forms issued on the night. The Offerers 
are keen to fulfil their Promises and after all, you paid good 
money for the opportunity! Thank you , Rachel Connor 

Auction of Promises Follow-up 

Defibrillator and CPR training

Following a very well-received session last autumn, we have booked another 
training event at the Burton Institute, on Monday 8th April starting at 19.30. 

All are welcome - come along and make sure you know the essentials of what 
to do in the event of a cardiac arrest. 

Please book places with John Geddes (650364 or john@winster.org). 
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This year's pancake races were a fabulous success, with so many more runners 
than usual and a great atmosphere. Thanks to all those who came and those 
who took part. 
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Quizzes 

Each quiz makes between £150- £200 each month. About £210 of that 
pays for the room hire and the remainder goes to village groups and 
charities. The prizes are bought by Marg and Chris, the setting up is 
done by Geoff and the raffle items are kindly donated by the quizzers. 
The questions are set by whoever would like to do it and a good 
evening 
is the result. 
If you would like to help in any way next season (September to March) 
on the last Friday of the month) we would be very happy and relieved. 
This will be our 25th year of having the quiz in Winster, using a format 
originated in Elton. Many Winster people have had the winners’ gnome 
trophy proudly displayed in their windows. 

Chris Wright, Geoff and Marg Lester 

Last QUIZ of the Season is on FRIDAY 29 MARCH 
Setting and asking the questions Bev and Martin 

Proceeds to Prostate Cancer UK 
Come and enjoy yourself 

Bring drinks, snacks, raffle prizes 
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Winster Primary PTFA news 
Last Autumn we were extremely fortunate to secure a grant from the Duke of 
Devonshire's Charitable Fund to improve the schools outdoor area. It has 
funded the chalk boards mounted on the playground fences and large 
Calypso Chimes for the grassed area. The chimes will be installed after half 
term, hopefully it will have stopped raining by then! 

If you're interested in joining a group of volunteers one weekend morning to 
help with the installation led by Mr Slack, please get in touch - 
winsterptfa@gmail.com. The date will be shared on village Facebook pages. 

Winster Primary PTFA are having a short rest until spring, we have been very 
busy on the run up to Christmas. Our recent events include Bingo, an Autumn 
Fayre, the Auction of Promises and provision of refreshments at the Christmas 
play, the profits raised are used to enhance the educational experience of 
Winster school pupils. In recent months we have funded a Happy Mind and 
Massage programme, coach travel , music lessons, a Bluetooth speaker  (its 
maiden voyage projected carol singing around the village), Christmas presents 
from Santa and new flip chart board.  

We are always eager to welcome new members, especially those with or links 
to children in the school. You don't have to join the committee to contribute to 
meetings and help at events. Please like and follow our Facebook page to 
gain access to all the latest news. 

Winster and Elton Luncheon Club  
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Barre fitness is coming to Winster.   
Barre combines classical dance 
movements with elements of Pilates 
and Yoga. Classes help improve 
posture, stability, muscle definition 
and core strength and no prior 
dance experience is necessary. 

I.m Sam. I trained as a professional 
ballet dancer, and had been 
teaching Barre at one of New 
Zealand’s premier resorts prior to 
returning to the village.   
“This is a fun, challenging workout 
designed to tone and lengthen 
muscles whilst also improving 
physical fitness.  It’s a great form of 
exercise and I am committed to the 
benefits it can offer”. 

I’m now offering one free ‘taster’ 
class at the Burton Institute on 
Wednesday 3rd April at 9.15 am and invite locals to come and give it a try. 
Thereafter classes are priced at £9 for an hour or a course of 10 for £80 
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Advertise in the magazine 
Enquiries: Bev Atkins at ads@winster.org or ring 650086 

Charges per issue 
Full Page ½ page ¼ page

Colour £30 £15 £7.50

Black and White £24 £12 £6 

 Or Business Directory £20 per year 
30 words maximum including contact details 

Monochrome - words only 

Personal announcements - such as births, deaths and marriages; passing a 
driving test incur no charge nor do village activities which are organised for the 
benefit of the village. 
Enquiries: Helen Witty at mag@winster.org or ring 650920 



Old Bowling Green, East Bank, Winster 
DE4 2DS 
Traditional Bar & Takeaway kitchen - 
open weekends, Check website for 
times
www.peakparkpub.co.uk 

01629 650219 
The Miner’s Standard 
Real Al Home-cooked meals 
Top of the Bank, Winster
01629 650279 
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Peak Cottage Plants 
www.PeakCottagePlants.co.uk 
Hardy perennial plants, design and 
planting service
01629 650428 

Katie’s Gardens 
Friendly, professional, reliable Winster-
based gardening service
www.katiesgardens.co.uk 
07894236858 

Business Directory 

Winster’s body and bath luxury treats 
Now selling Oriflame - catalogue on 
Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/groups/14340800953537
07731932814 

Mary Rush Reflexology 
Mobile treatments also available
maryrush@reflexology@yahoo.com 
07813158363 

Amy’s Dairy 
All fresh dairy products delivered to 
your door 
01629 636639 
07799880740 

Steve Salfield 
Jazzsax - Jazz, Blues and Rock’n’Roll 
bands
01629 650183 

Local Hostelries 

Plant and Garden services 

Good for the body and soul 

JPB Services 
Decoration, Mowing and Strimming
4 East End, Elton 
01629 650593 
07966526946 
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Leacroft Garage and Car Sales 
All mechanical and body repairs to any 
make. MOT
01629 650253 

PEAK EPC - Energy Performance 
Certificates 
David Brown, Leacroft Road, Winster
www.peakepc.co.uk 
01629 650932 

DC PC Services 
Local Computer Repairs, Supplies and 
servicing for PC, Apple and all tech
contact@dcpcservices.co.uk 
07930009285 

General 

Joinery services 
Simon J Percival Joinery 
Winster’s local Joinery & handyman - no 
job too small
07779105470 

R Stone Joinery 
All types of Joinery Work undertaken 
3 Ivy Lane Elton
rstonejoinery@gmail.com 
07917815683 
07779105470 

A.P.Brown: Electrical Contractor 
(Winster/Elton) 
All Installations, NICEIC Approved
ab@abelectricalltd.com 
07790019093 

Matlock Glass Co Ltd 
Replacement windows & doors, double 
glazing. Safety glass 
01629 582043 

Fired Up Heating Services 
Full range of Gas Safe Registered 
heating and plumbing 
David Gilling
firedupheating@gmail.com 
01629 650336 

Gary Beech Chimney Sweep 
NACS and HETAS approved
www.chimneysweepmatlock.co.uk 
garybeech0@gmail.com 
07899034738 
01629 825340 

House maintenance services 

Holiday accommodation 
Elton Holiday Cottage Rental 
Google search for
Red lion yard@peakvenues.co.uk 

Business Directory 




